Valvular and coronary heart disease. When is it time for surgical referral?
Decisions about when to refer patients for cardiac surgery remain dynamic in the face of rapidly advancing technology. Coexisting health problems obviously play an important role, as do the natural history of the cardiovascular disorder, the indications for surgery, and the risks associated with the operative procedure. Nonetheless, many patients can be offered the possibility of improved cardiovascular function and survival through cardiac interventions.